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There is no other course open to us but to fight it out.
Every position must be held to the last man ; there must
be no retirement. With our backs to the wall, and believing
in the justice of our cause, each one of us must fight on to
the end. The safety of our Homes and the Freedom of
Mankind alike depend upon the conduct of each one of
us at this critical moment.

D. HAIG,

F.M.
Thursday, nth April, 1918.

By the beginning of May the fighting in the
Lys area had died down, and Haig was able to
take stock of the situation. His Army was physi-
cally exhausted, but with Its morale not only un-
impaired but actually raised by their successful
defence against these mighty German blows.
Reinforcements, so vitally needed and withheld a
few months before, were now flowing in from
Britain. He had had to disband more than eight
of his divisions. Five more were now with the
French on the Aisne. He had still under his
command forty-five divisions. These within a
few weeks he would be able to reconstitute and
refit. For the moment the initiative still rested
with the Germans. He estimated their reserves
replenished from Russia might still number as
many as seventy-five divisions.1 But the American
Armies were now reaching France with ever-
increasing rapidity. The balance would soon be
redressed. From the various theatres, apart from
Russia, the news was not unfavourable. There
were signs that Bulgaria was restless and weary

1 Actually they had only fifty divisions in reserve.